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2009 - 2010 SPMS MUSIC BOOSTERS
LEADERSHIP TEAM

J President — Ben Regalado, H 410.431.5224, M/TXT 410.570.1486, spmsmusic@gmail.com

J Vice-President — open

J Secretary — Anita Ervin, 410.544.3407, kirkajervin@hotmail.com

& Treasurer — Renee Gibb, 410.647.2713, TheGibb.Family@verizon.net

;' Membership — Denise Altobelli, 443.889.2924, dma@browngold.com

Uniforms — Babet Regalado, 410.431.5224, blregalado@aol.com

Band Shirts/Jackets — Babet Regalado 410.431.5224
Orchestra (Girls) — Anne Behrens
Orchestra (Boys) — Bernadette Martin
Sweatshirts — Kristine Norris

Fundraisers —
Innisbrook — Chris Stine
& Sue Gustafson
Cookies & Candles
& Rina Brown (candles)
Corbi’s — Lynn Sullivan
Trips —
8" Grade Invitational — Ben Regalado
BSO Side/Side — Missy Bachkosky
& Don Dunlap
— Katie Schaeffer
& Ruben Wilkinson

Spring Festival

Toby’s — Sue Gustafason
New York — Tara Muscovich
Concerts

Concert Program (B) — Sue Gustafason
Concert Program (O) — Mary Cooley
Chaperones — Kathy Selle

Communication

Emails/Web Site Ben Regalado
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410.647.5343
410.544.0002

blregalado@aol.com
mpcpbillb@aol.com
bernamart@verizon.net
kKnorris@kssi.com

410.255.2054

410-991-7235 cstine@innisbrook.com
gustafson.severnapark@verizon.net

— Susie Chenery (cookies) 410-599-4260

bellanika@aol.com
rcb1991@verizon.net
lynn sullivan@verizon.com

410-729-1064
410.728.0261

410.431.5224
410.947.1482

bregalado@aol.com
mbachkosky@yahoo.com
dunlapdd@verizon.net
kobsunset@verizon.com
rbwilkinson@verizon.net
gustafson.severnapark@verizon.net
410.987.3315 muscovich@comcast.net

410.544.8209

qustafson.severnapark@verizon.net
410.431.5342 boysx4inc@verizon.net
wselle@msn.com

see above — assistance requested!
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Severna Park Middle School Music Boosters

The Severna Park Middle School Instrumental Music Boosters work with the Band and
Orchestra directors and the school administration to promote activities of the music program and
to create a meaningful musical experience for every band and/or orchestra student. The

organization has obtained 501(c)(3) tax exempt status, and
financial gifts are tax deductible. We need your support — volunteer
and financial — more than ever
Any band or orchestra parent who wants to make a during the SPMS renovation. Our
difference is encouraged to join the SPMS Music students are in middle school for
Boosters. Please consult the website or get on our e- only a short time. Please JOII’I.WI'[h
mail list by reaching out to SPMSmusic@gmail.com us to make sure they don’t miss
for more information. This is a great way to meet other out on a great music program!
families with similar interests and keep our music

programs alive.

There are three levels of Booster membership (checks payable to SPMS Music Boosters):
$15.00 — Basic Family Membership
$40.00 — Maroon Membership
$75.00 — Gold Membership

For more information please visit:  www.spmsmusicboosters.org and
www.teacherweb.com/MD/SPMS/BandQOrchestra

Volunteer!

Volunteering is the best way to stay involved during your child’s Middle School experience.
This allows you the opportunity to meet parents, teachers and other students. Volunteers are
welcome in all areas of the music program! We invite you to join us! Please call
any of the volunteer position coordinators listed on page 2 for more information.

Boosters Financial Policy

All checks to benefit the Severna Park Middle School Music Boosters should be made out to
SPMS Music Boosters. If a check is returned, it is at the discretion of the Booster Board to
decide how future payments will be accepted. All payments made to the SPMS Music Boosters
should be in the form of a check. Do not send your students to school with cash.

Student Accounts

Each student has an account set-up in their name. Students participating in fundraisers receive
individual credit for their participation. This account will be used to deposit a percentage of the
money they raise through fundraisers that will in turn be used towards the cost of activities and
trips.


mailto:SPMSmusic@gmail.com
http://www.spmsmusicboosters.org/
../../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/KENJ80SU/www.teacherweb.com/MD/SPMS/BandOrchestra

Parent payments: Parents may make payments to student accounts at any time to pay for
students’ future field trips. Refunds will be made on a trip by trip basis. The refund policy for
each trip will be in the general information that is sent home with the students.

Remaining balances: If a student raises more than the cost of their field trips the student
account may be carried over to the following year for future Band and Orchestra field trips.
When a student leaves the program any excess amounts raised will be used for band and
orchestra purposes (for example - scholarships, uniforms, instruments, music supplies). Upon
request, a student account may be transferred to a sibling in the band or orchestra.

Cancellation of field trips: Parents will be told in advance what portion of the cost of a field trip
is nonrefundable if a trip is canceled. Only parent payments made to student accounts (not
fundraising) may be refunded. Refunds will be made only if we have received refunds from
vendors.

Fundraising

Fundraising opportunities are provided to help each student raise funds for his/her student
account. These funds are used in the springtime for different events or trips sponsored by the
band and orchestra. Updated information, including due dates and contact information, can be
found on our website, spmsmusicboosters.org.

Fundraisers are a great way to support the SPMS Band and Orchestra. Funds are used to help
your student(s) offset the costs for activities and trips. Each time your student participates in a
fundraising activity they will benefit from the money received through their efforts! The more
fundraising activities your child participates in, the more money they will have in their student
account for opportunities throughout their middle school time in Band or Orchestra. This money
also accumulates from year to year (6™ to 8" grade). Another option, if fundraising is not for
you, is to send in a check specifically for your child’s account at each fundraising opportunity.
Many parents, grandparents, and relatives who may not want that cookie dough or candy bar, but
want to support their music student choose to do this!

This year we plan to offer several fundraising opportunities for students to raise money to help
pay for their trips and other expenses. For details on these fundraisers, please consult the website.

Private Lessons

All students are encouraged to take private lessons. Students have band or orchestra class only
every third day—this means they sometimes only have one music class per week. Classes are
large—individual instruction often has to be limited by time.

Students who compete in All-State events are often competing with students in counties which
provide daily music instruction.
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Students will make more progress with private instruction. Names of private instructors can be
obtained from teachers and via email to spmsmusic@gmail.com.

Uniforms

Band and Orchestra uniform requirements are listed below. Order forms will be distributed in
school and posted on the website as soon as they are available.

Band:

Intermediate Band

J

e

Wing collar tuxedo shirt, white with black studs, purchased from band
Plain white t-shirt to wear under tuxedo shirt

Black dress pants (no jeans or skirts)

Black socks

Black dress shoes with black soles (not tennis shoes)

Cummerbund and bowties (provided by band for a $10 rental/cleaning fee)

Advanced Band

)

S e e

Wing collar tuxedo shirt, white with black studs, purchased from band
Plain white t-shirt to wear under tuxedo shirt

Black dress pants (no jeans or skirts)

Black socks

Black dress shoes with black soles (hot tennis shoes)

Cummerbund and bowties (provided by band for a $10 rental/cleaning fee)
Black tuxedo jacket (provided by the band for a $20 rental/cleaning fee)

Festival Band

J

T e

Wing collar tuxedo shirt, white with black studs, purchased from band
Plain white t-shirt to wear under tuxedo shirt

Black dress pants (no jeans skirts)

Black socks

Black dress shoes with black soles (hot tennis shoes)

Cummerbund and bowties (provided by band for a $10 rental/cleaning fee)
Black tuxedo jacket (provided by the band for a $20 rental/cleaning fee)
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Orchestra:

Orchestra - Girls
J Black palazzo pants or black skirt (either must be purchased from the
orchestra)
> White blouse (ordered from the orchestra)
J Black dress shoes (closed or open toe, flats or heels or sandals, but must be
completely black without colored accents; no tennis shoes or flip-flops)
2 Hose is optional but if worn it must be black or nude color

Orchestra - Boys
s Wing collar tuxedo shirt, white with black studs, purchased from orchestra
Black dress pants (no jeans)
Black socks
Black dress shoes with black soles (not tennis shoe)
Black cummerbund and bowties (purchased from orchestra)

S

In School Events and Policies

Rehearsals and Concerts

Students who choose to take Strings or Band classes during the school day become part of
several ensembles that practice on a regular weekly basis to prepare for the Winter and Spring
Concerts at SPMS. Regular before or after school rehearsals begin around the second week of
October and will last throughout the school year. After school ensembles include the
Intermediate and Advanced bands plus the Stage Band conducted by Mr. Norris and Beginning,
Intermediate and Advanced Orchestra conducted by Mrs. Pitta.

Students are expected to have regular attendance at after school rehearsals and at concerts.

Absences are covered in each conductor’s class syllabus and any questions should be addressed
to Mr. Norris and Mrs. Pitta.

Auditions

Both Mr. Norris and Mrs. Pitta require seating auditions in late September for all students. The
seating auditions allow the director’s to place each student within the ensemble according to their
strengths and give them information on what skills need to be taught to each member of the
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group. Audition music is given out at the beginning of the year and will be a determining factor
for where students sit in their section and in determining who is suitable for leadership roles
within the ensemble.

Rehearsal and Concert Behavior

It is to be expected that all students will behave in a mature manner during rehearsals and
concerts. This means that they stay in full uniform while in public; it also means that they will
do everything in their power to promote the positive image of SPMS Ensembles and the school
in general and to downplay any negative attention. Both directors expect their ensembles to treat
each other and anyone related to the SPMS Music Program with respect. This includes any
chaperones for rehearsals, concerts or trips. Chaperones report directly to the directors about any
problems that they may have, and directors will handle the situation with the same discipline
requirements as in their classrooms and according to the Anne Arundel County Public Schools
Discipline Ladder.

Concerts

Band and Orchestra concerts usually are scheduled for December or January and the end of the
year, late May or June (although the Orchestra also holds a concert close to Halloween!).
Attendance at concerts is mandatory for students and comprises an important part of their grade.
Boosters assist the teachers in producing programs and in “chaperoning” students while teachers
are busy tuning rehearsing or conducting.

In the past, the Booster organization has arranged for recording of the concerts on DVD and may
do so in the future if there is sufficient interest.

Out of School Events

Competitions

SPMS Bands and Orchestras have a long-standing tradition of excellence in competition. Both
organizations are very proud of the accolades that have been awarded to them in response to top-
notch performances at regional and national competitions. Both groups generally travel together
to competitions in the spring of the school year where Mr. Norris and Mrs. Pitta conduct their
ensembles for a panel of judges.

The competitive ensembles are handpicked and/or fully auditioned ensembles which serve the
purpose of representing the SPMS Music program in the best possible way. It is considered a
privilege to have the opportunity to play in one of the groups, and preparation is rigorous. Mr.
Norris and Mrs. Pitta look at many factors when choosing students for their ensembles in
addition to competent musicianship. Factors such as regular attendance to all after school
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classroom ensemble rehearsals and concerts, diligent individual preparation of music, and
maturity in one’s behavior all play large roles in the process of filling the festival groups each
year. Students who are chosen to participate in the festival ensembles take on a responsibility
that goes above and beyond the normal classroom ensembles’ expectations, and could be
removed from festival ensembles if they choose not to perform to those expectations. There are
two opportunities to compete each year, the County Festival and the Festival Trip.

County Festival

The County Festival is hosted by Anne Arundel County Public Schools that takes place at a local
secondary school around the end of March. This performance serves two purposes: it is an
assessment of each school’s music programs and as it serves as a warm-up for the second
competitive event of the year; it also establishes the qualifications for participating in the
Maryland Music Educator’s Association’s State Music Festival, if the directors choose to
participate.

Festival Trip

The second event takes place at one of the amusements parks among a circuit of competitive
venues hosted by the educational service, Music in the Parks, Inc. or a similar company. This
host corporation allows ensembles from all over the country to compete against one another for
trophies and for regional and national recognition. In addition to the spectacular musical
experiences our groups have, the students have an opportunity to tour the host amusement park
and the surrounding area. In late spring, students who have been selected to participate in the
festival band or orchestra travel to a theme park to compete with other school groups. In the past
SPMS has traveled to Williamsburg, VA, and Hershey, PA, for competition.

Other Special Events and Trips

Please note that the Anne Arundel County Board of Education reserves the right to cancel field
trips at any time in the interest of student safety. (Board of Education Policy and Administrative
Regulation 605.19)

Eligibility: All students attending a special trip must be currently enrolled in the band or
orchestra at the time of the trip.

Dress Code: All students who participate in all special trips must dress appropriately. (A
separate uniform dress code is provided for performances.)
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Button-down shirts — shirts must be tucked in at all times
Ties

Dress slacks with belt

Dress shoes

‘S
o
SSySy 5

Girls:
J Dresses (no spaghetti straps) — dresses must be appropriate length
s Skirts (no mini-skirts) — skirts must be appropriate length
J Blouses
s Dress shoes

ALL STUDENTS WHO DO NOT COMPLY WITH THE DRESS CODE WILL NOT BE
ALLOWED TO ATTEND THE EVENT AND WILL REMAIN AT SPMS. (Board of
Education Policy and Administrative Regulation 902.04)

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra “Side by Side” Concert Trip

This trip is an opportunity for the music students to see a professional orchestra in performance.
High school students of exceptional ability audition to perform in a concert with “Side by Side”
with the BSO ever year in the spring. We take interested SPMS students to see this tremendous
concert. During the last two years former SPMS students have been chosen as featured soloists at
this concert. Tickets for this concert are first offered to Orchestra students and then to the band
students.

Spring Dinner Theater Field Trip (6th and 7th grades)

6" and 7" grade Band and Orchestra students (as well as 8" graders not going on the 8" grade
trip) are invited to attend an extended day field trip in the spring. This field trip is not a
performance opportunity for students to see professional musicians. Spring field trips in the past
have included visits to Toby’s dinner theater production of CATS and Beauty and the Beast.
Parents are encouraged to attend as chaperones. Bus riders must make their own arrangements
for transportation home after this field trip.

8th Grade Band & Orchestra Events

Severna Park High School Marching Band Invitational

The SPHS Band offers a great opportunity to SPMS 8" graders. All musicians & silks are invited
to take part in the field show during a fall football game!! On a Friday after school 8" grade
musicians will go to the high school to practice, socialize and dine with the marching band. The
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8" graders will perform with the SPHS band during the evening football game. Everyone has a
great time and the student also receives a free T-shirt! Information will be mailed directly to the
students’ home within 2 weeks of the performance.

8" Grade Trip to New York City

All 8" graders are invited to take a one day trip to visit New York City in the spring. The
student must be enrolled in band and orchestra at the time of the trip to participate. This is a day
trip during which your student will have the opportunity to attend a Broadway show. The trip
also includes sightseeing, shopping, and dinner in New York City. Shows in the past include
Tarzan, Lion King, Wicked, Phantom of the Opera and Beauty and the Beast. Students will be
required to dress appropriately.

SPHS Music Camp

To help incoming freshmen feel welcome and experience the SPHS band, a music camp is
generally held during the first week of August, followed by daily rehearsals until school starts.
Although the location is to be determined for 2010, for the past two years it has been held at the
high school. Information will be mailed directly to the students’ home in the spring.

Socials

During the school year, social events are planned for the Band and Orchestra students. We feel

that it is very important that the students have opportunities to get to know each other outside of
rehearsals and performances. In the past, the Boosters have organized fall socials, talent shows,

year end swim parties and other activities

J Fall Social: This is typically scheduled in October. A DJ is hired to provide musical
entertainment. Students are asked to bring refreshments and the event is chaperoned by
volunteering parents! There is a minimal cost per student.

s Spring Pool or Beach Party: This event usually takes place towards the end of school. The
party will take place at a local community pool or beach. Again, the students bring
refreshments and the event is chaperoned by volunteering parents. There is a minimal cost
per student.
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Other County and State Music Events
for the Individual Musician

County Musical Events

Anne Arundel Public School Curriculum and Calendar Information for Music Programs can be
found at: http://www.aacps.org/music/

All students who are in 6" through 8" grade instrumental programs are eligible to audition
for Honors ensembles and Solo and Small Ensemble Festivals at the County level.
Information on these events will be distributed in class and students sign up through their
teacher. Participation is strongly encouraged by Mr. Norris and Mrs. Pitta. Participation in
these events allows the students to play rewarding and challenging music and to meet friends and
strong musicians from throughout the county.

b All County Middle School Orchestra and Band - The All County Middle School Orchestra
and Band are the ensembles are hosted by the Orchestral and Band Conductors of Anne
Arundel County Public Schools. Auditions, rehearsals and performances take place at
various local schools Students who are accepted in the ensembles are required to attend all
rehearsals order to participate.

b Anne Arundel County Instrumental Solo and Ensemble Festival - The Anne Arundel County
Instrumental Solo and Ensemble Festival is an opportunity for string and band musicians to
perform solos or form small groups of musicians to play chamber music for a panel of judges
who rank and score the students’ performances. The event is hosted by the Orchestral and
Band Conductors of Anne Arundel County Public Schools. Solo and Ensemble Festival
takes place in the spring at one of various local schools. Students who receive a 1 rating (out
of 1 through 5, with 1 being the highest) may be invited to participate in the State level Solo
and Ensemble Festival.

b Summer Music Camp — Information will come out in the early spring regarding Strings, Band
and Chorus camps at Arlington Echo for the upcoming summer. Auditions take place at one
of various local schools and will determine both the acceptance and the possibility of
scholarships to the camp. All students at SPMS are encouraged to audition. Students who
attend the camp experience a week of individual and ensemble music instruction, numerous
camp activities and lots of recreation and excitement
(http://www.arlingtonecho.net/Camps/Summer-Camps.html)
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State Musical Events

Information on State musical events can be found at: http://www.mmea-maryland.org/
Information concerning these opportunities comes through the directors to the students during
class time throughout the year. The State Musical Events are

b All State Middle School Orchestra and Band - All State Middle School Orchestra and Band
are the large Honors string and wind ensembles hosted by the Orchestral and Band
Conductors of Maryland. Students must undergo recommendation by their classroom
director for the auditions. Participation in one of these ensembles allows the students to play
rewarding and challenging music and to meet friends and strong musicians from throughout
the state. Auditions, rehearsals and performances take place in the fall at various state
schools and require extracurricular and perfect attendance for participation. Students who
are accepted to each ensemble are required to attend all rehearsals and the performance in
order to participate.

b All State Middle Level Solo and Ensemble Festival - All State Middle Level Solo and
Ensemble Festival is an opportunity for string and band musicians to perform solos or form
small groups of musicians to play chamber music for a panel of judges who rank and score
the students’ performances. The event is hosted by the Orchestral and Band Conductors of
Maryland. State Solo and Ensemble Festival takes place in the spring at one of several state
schools. Only students who receive a 1 rating (out of 1 through 5, with 1 being the
highest) on a difficulty level 2 or higher piece of music will be invited to participate in
the State level Solo and Ensemble Festival.
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